This JM 3 special section on MOEMS entertains readers with excellent papers, containing outstanding new results in R&D, and reports innovative devices in photonics systems, which demonstrate the power of merging micro-optics with MEMS.
MOEMS components are compact, low weight, and can be fabricated at low cost using batch processes; they can also provide unique functions or even a multiplicity of functions, which are difficult or even impossible to achieve with conventional bulk optical processing. MOEMS is an enabling technology for applications that cannot be addressed using micro-optics alone and is currently playing a significant role in numerous optical applications. The trend toward miniaturization and integration of conventional optical systems will accelerate the adoption of MOEMS technology in commercialization of many industrial components, which are today's most desirable elements of optical communication.
As we move through the first decade of the 21st century, we recognize an exceptional growth in the fields of MOEMS. It was the goal of this special section of JM 3 to provide papers in new developments of MOEMS technologies from the basic research to the commercialization stages including design and applications. One of the unique features of this special section is the strong contribution of industrial and international authors. A portion of the papers in this special section are based on works that have been developed in recognized centers along with quality presentations from various conferences. The rest of the papers in this special section were accepted from submission from the MOEMS technical community. From 17 accepted MOEMS papers, 1 paper did not complete the review process in time, and it will be published in the next issue of the journal. This issue has 16 papersthere are 4 papers in fiber optics and telecom, 3 papers in display and spectroscopy, 4 papers in micromirrors and adaptive optics, 3 papers in microlithography and processing, and 2 papers in industrial device packaging.
I would like to thank the executive committee of the 2004 MOEMS-MEMS symposium, with a special thanks to Dr. Rajeshuni Ramesham of Jet Propulsion Lab, who supported me initially for pulling together this excellent collection of papers for this JM 3 issue. 
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